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STATUTES AT LARGE
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All due precautions must be taken in handling anesthetics, gasoline,
oil, paints and varnishes. Cloths and waste used for polishing floors
and furniture shall be disposed of so as not to create a fire hazard.
All outside areas, grounds, and/or adjacent buildings shall be kept
free of rubbish, grass, and weeds that may serve as a fire hazard.
i. Surgeries, Delivery Rooms, Minor Surgeries, and Similar Places Where
Combustible Anesthetics Are Used.
In addition to all of the other requirements pertaining to fire safety
as set forth in those regulations, surgeries, delivery rooms, minor sur-
geries and similar places shall comply with the following general re-
quirements:
All electrical lighting fixtures and convenience outlets located below
a level five feet from the surgery floor shall be of the vapor proof
type as approved by the Underwriters' Laboratory for use in hazard-
ous locations. This requirement may be waived for hospitals of 25
beds or less in operation July 1, 1949.
Open gas flames, electrical heating elements, portable electric heaters
and similar devices not of the type approved for use in hazardous lo-
cations shall not be used in rooms subjected to combustible anesthe-
tics or in hazardous locations.
Heating in surgeries and similar rooms shall be by steam radiator,
hot water- or sonic other device -vhich would not contribute to the
ignition of combustible anesthetics.
Special precaution shall be taken at all times toward the elimination
of static electricity which might provide the ignition of combustible
anesthetics within this type of occupancy.
Every effort shall be made to prevent the use of open lights of any
description, radio knives, high frequency electrical apparatus, live
cauteries or any other source of ignition in the vicinity of combustible
anesthetics.
Smoking is prohibited in surgeries or similar hazardous area, or
within ten feet of the doorway of any room in which combustible
anesthetics are being used.
j. Storage
The storage of inflammable liquids including gasoline, fly sprays,
paints, oils, etc., is prohibited in hospital buildings unless stored in ap-
proved metal cabinets well ventilated at top and bottom, or in fire re-
sistive rooms.
When basements, storerooms, or attics are used for the storage of
combustible materials such as mattresses, bedding, furniture, etc., they
shall be kept free of all trash, papers, old cloths, boxes, and all highly
combustible materials. Such storage space shall be kept clean and
orderly at all times. Mattresses should be stored in a small pile with
sufficient space for access to all sides.
Rubbish disposal shall be in accordance with local requirements.


